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Synopsis

Why do human beings believe in divinities? Why do some seek eternal life, while others seek
escape from recurring lives? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we typically call "religious" so deeply
affect the human personality and so subtly weave their way through human society?Revised and
updated in this third edition, Nine Theories of Religion considers how these fundamental questions
have engaged the most important thinkers of the modern era. Accessible, systematic, and succinct,
it considers the Victorian anthropology of E. B. Tylor and J. G. Frazer, the "reductionist" social
science of Sigmund Freud, A%.mile Durkheim, and Karl Marx, the non-reductionist approaches of
Max Weber, William James, and Mircea Eliade, and the alternative paradigms that have arisen from
the work of E. E. Evans-Pritchard and Clifford Geertz. The third edition features a new chapter on
William James. Each chapter offers biographical background, theoretical exposition, conceptual
analysis, and critical assessment. Ideal as a supplementary text in introductory religion courses or
as the main text in theory and method in religious studies or in sociology of religion courses, Nine
Theories of Religion, Third Edition, offers an illuminating treatment of this controversial and
fascinating subject. It can be used as a stand-alone text or with the author’'s companion reader,

Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classic Theorists.

Book Information

Paperback: 384 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 3 edition (September 8, 2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0199859094

ISBN-13: 978-0199859092

Product Dimensions: 8.2 x 0.8 x 5.4 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.6 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (5 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #67,205 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #5 inA Books > Religion &
Spirituality > Other Religions, Practices & Sacred Texts > Theism #21 inA Books > Textbooks >
Humanities > Religious Studies > Comparative Religion #25 inA Books > Religion & Spirituality >

Religious Studies > Education

Customer Reviews

Print size is waaaaaay too small :( | had to use a magnifying glass to read this book, and that got old

very fast!Also, why isn’t this book available in Kindle or some other e-book format? That would have



helped to read this if it werein e-book format.

The book came in great condition. It was the most boring book i've ever read.

Book was brand New ‘CE

Very clean crisp books! Thank you very much

Excellent condition
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